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Twenty third Sunday Cycle C        Sept  7 & 8, 2019 

 “If anyone comes to me without hating his father and mother, 

wife and children, brothers and sisters, and even his own life, he cannot 

be my disciple.”  This is one those gospel passages that makes us stop in 

our tracks. The idea of hating anyone is a long way from the usual 

gospel message, so how come today Jesus tells us that we can’t be his 

disciple unless we first hate our parents and other family members? 

 It might be helpful to remember that in the ancient world this type 

of  exaggerated speech was an accepted way of making a point. Clearly 

Jesus is exaggerating when he says this….. and for us it seems like a 

strange way for him to make his point.  Who would want to be his 

follower if this is what’s required? Well, the parables that follow help us 

to understand  exactly what Jesus means.  

 He wants everyone to know that being his follower can’t be seen as 

some kind of optional extra.  He points out that before we decide to 

commit to  him, we should sit down and think about what it involves, 

and then ask ourselves, ‘Am I prepared to commit myself to this 

extent?’ We know that the path of a Christian disciple is not easy. It can 
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be rough, there’s that narrow gate,  and we have to be ready to make 

sacrifices for the privilege of being his disciple. 

And when we do that, when we accept Christ’s offer of discipleship so 

begins a radical change of self….by that I mean a change starts to 

happen  in our fundamental nature. Now how is that going to be 

accomplished? Well let’s try to look at some examples.  

 Our own discipleship is easy to see if we look at the things we are 

already committed to, I’m talking about the roles in our lives where we 

are already trying to follow Jesus and be the best we can be .. for 

example– marriage, parenting, a friendship, a job or career, church life 

or a priesthood. All these life endeavors require us to move out of our 

comfort zone and make some real changes. To function well in these 

roles we have to be ready make sacrifices. And often times we have to  

sacrifice what we have treasured the most.  

 How many of us remember when we had our first child— For me 

it was September 6, 37 years ago. Let’s see today is the 8th or 9th, I was 

2-3 days into being a new father, 37 years ago. Remember those first 

few months? no sleep, feedings in the middle of the night, all those 
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diapers. this helpless little creature totally dependent on you…. I 

remember thinking—“what have I done?” I began to realize…”My life 

is not my own anymore, My life is never going to be the same.” And it 

wasn’t. But as I became accustomed to being a parent— this drastic new 

experience of helping to care for an infant, I began to see its value, and I 

began to reap the rewards of being the father of a beautiful and charming 

little girl. And I have to tell you, I experienced a depth of love I had 

never experience before, and the rewards, honestly the rewards of being 

a parent were something I never dreamed of. And so it is when we 

commit ourselves to Christ.  

 Now when you really look at it, commitment is a process. If we 

take the time to reflect on that experience of making those life changes; 

we begin to realize that we have grown, we’ve grown to be a better 

person, more adult person, we have wriggled a bit further through the 

narrow gate. We have made a radical change….we've changed our 

fundamental nature, often in spite of our selves. Life just kind of does 

this to us. This is the kind of change that Jesus works in us when we 

come to be his disciple.  
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There are a verses in the OT book of Sirach that I like very much, and 

they speak of this idea really well:  Ben Sirah 2:1-6 

1  My child, when you come to serve the Lord, 
    prepare yourself for trials. 
2  
Be sincere of heart and steadfast, 
    and do not be impetuous in time of adversity. 
3  
Cling to him, do not leave him, 
    that you may prosper in your last days. 
4  
Accept whatever happens to you; 
    in periods of humiliation be patient. 
5  
For in fire gold is tested, 
    and the chosen, in the crucible of humiliation. 
6  
Trust in God, and he will help you; 
    make your ways straight and hope in him. 

  I think…… that the exaggerated words of Jesus in our gospel 

today invite us to celebrate certain people in our lives…Our family 

members and our friends who were straight with us, who were totally 

honest with us at the times when we were making a giant leap into the 

unknown, or wrestling with a tough decision, or difficult change our life. 

We may have been getting married and starting a family, or changing  

careers, or starting a business, or enrolling  in a far-away university. 
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These people cared enough to confront us with the reality of the 

situation. they made us aware of the changes we were facing,  they told 

us the best that could happen, the treasured things we’d leave behind,  

and the rewards we’d receive if we succeeded. They were up front with 

us— don’t step into this UNLESS you feel willing and able to make the 

sacrifices involved. Don’t commit unless you’re ready to carry the cross, 

unless you’re ready to bear the suffering that may be a part of it. 

 Their words may have seemed—well—harsh at the time. Or…… 

we may not have even listened we were so committed already. But as we 

look back now with perspective and a little more wisdom, we can be 

deeply grateful to them. They were Jesus at work in our lives.  

 You know, Christian discipleship embraces every aspect of life. We 

can’t be part way in and part way out when we decide to follow Jesus. 

We belong to him, Like a marriage. Sure it’s difficult, there are going to 

be trials, but the Holy Spirit is there, —- a light in the darkness to lead 

us through them.  

So here we are this afternoon, with an opportunity to recommit ourselves 

to Jesus, we were claimed for him at our baptisms and raised by him to 
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new life.  Let’s re-commit ourselves in our hearts to Him, he is the way , 

the truth and the life.


